Bookkeeping Category Cheat Sheet
REI Grid
Code transactions consistently at tax time
Template for reference and customization only. Not legal, tax, or financial advice. Laws and requirements vary by state and locality — consult a licensed professional and verify your jurisdiction’s rules before use.
A quick reference for common real-estate categories. Repairs are generally deducted in the year incurred; improvements/CapEx are capitalized and depreciated. When unsure, ask your CPA. Not tax advice.
	Category
	Examples
	Notes

	Repairs & maintenance
	Fix leak, patch, repaint, service HVAC
	Deduct in year incurred

	Improvements / CapEx
	New roof, HVAC unit, addition, remodel
	Capitalize & depreciate

	Mortgage interest
	Loan interest (Form 1098)
	Deductible

	Property taxes
	County / city property tax
	Deductible

	Insurance
	Landlord, liability, flood
	Deductible

	Utilities
	Owner-paid water, gas, electric
	Deductible

	Management / leasing
	PM fees, leasing fees
	Deductible

	Professional services
	Legal, accounting, bookkeeping
	Deductible

	Travel & mileage
	Property visits, supply runs
	Track mileage log

	Supplies & fees
	Tools, bank/HOA fees, software
	Deductible

	Advertising
	Listing, signs, photos
	Deductible
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