Fair Housing Reminder Sheet
REI Grid
Practical reminders for advertising, screening & showings
Template for reference and customization only. Not legal, tax, or financial advice. Laws and requirements vary by state and locality — consult a licensed professional and verify your jurisdiction’s rules before use.
Federal fair housing law prohibits discrimination based on race, color, religion, national origin, sex, familial status, and disability. Many state and local laws add protected classes (e.g., source of income, age, marital status, sexual orientation). This is a reminder sheet, not legal advice.
Do
☐  Apply the same written screening criteria to everyone
☐  Advertise the property and its features, not a preferred tenant
☐  Offer the same terms and availability to all
☐  Grant reasonable accommodations / modifications for disability
☐  Document the legitimate business reason for every decision
Avoid
☐  Statements about who would “fit” or be “comfortable” there
☐  Steering applicants toward/away from areas or units
☐  Asking about disability, family status, religion, or origin
☐  Inconsistent rules, fees, or responsiveness between applicants
☐  Discouraging anyone from applying
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